The  God  of  Abraham 

One  God,  Not  Three 

There  are  many  reasons  why  I  revere  the  Jewish 
people,  and  thank  God  for  them.  These  people 
who  are  despised  and  persecuted  by  many  here  in 
America,  played  a  very  vital  part  in  the  discovery 
of  our  land.  Notwithstanding  anti-Semitic  accu- 
sations to  the  contrary,  the  Jewish  people  have 
been  as  much  a  blessing  to  our  country  as  our 
country  has  been  a  blessing  to  them.  All  this  can 
be  proven  by  statistics. 

They  have  been  the  greatest  blessing  to  the 
people  of  America  and  the  world  in  spiritual  ways. 
It  was  through  this  nation  we  received  the  Bible, 
the  living  Word  of  God.  It  was  through  this  na- 
tion the  Saviour-Messiah  came.  It  was  through 
this  nation  of  Israel  Christians  received  salvation. 
It  was  through  this  nation  we  received  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  one  and  only  true  and  living  God. 
And  hear  me,  it  was  through  this  nation  we 
learned  that  this  true  and  living  God,  the  God  of 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  is  a  Triune  God;  that 
is,  the  Lord  God  is  a  Trinity! 

Many  people  believe  the  teaching  that  God  is 
a  Triune  Being  comes  from  the  New  Testament. 
This  is  not  altogether  true.  While  the  New  Testa- 
ment causes  the  enlightened  reader  to  understand 
that  within  the  Godhead  there  are  three  distinct  \/* 
personalities,  we  must  consult  the  Old  Testament, 
the  Tenach,  for  this  teaching.  Yes,  the  Torah  and 
the  Jewish  prophets  clearly  teach  that  God  is  a 
Triune  Being;  that  the  God  of  Abraham  is  a 
trinity. 

This  truth  is  a  great  blessing  to  every  true  be- 
liever, and  again,  I  say,  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Jewish  nation  for  revealing  this  truth  to  us. 

Does  this  mean  that  Christians  worship  three 
Gods?  Positively  not!  If  you  will  follow  me 
closely,  you  will  understand  that  this  teaching 
which  has  been  a  stumbling  stone  to  many,  is 
really  a  stepping  stone  to  unspeakable  blessings. 

Remember  we  are  going  to  look  at  the  Old 
Testament  as  we  pursue  this  study,  and  I  trust  that 
many  will  see  with  us  that  the  teaching,  that  the 
God  of  Abraham  is  a  Trinity,  is  really  the  warp  «« 
and  woof  of  the  writings  of  Moses  and  all  the 
sacred  Jewish  writers. 

Of  course,  if  we  go  solely  by  the  writings  of 
Jewish  scholars  who  compiled  the  Articles  of 
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Faith,  readings  and  prayers  in  the  Hturgy,  all  writ- 
ten by  man,  we  will  never  accept  the  teaching 
that  God  is  a  triune  God.  But  if  we  accept  the 
teaching  of  the  Scriptures,  our  only  real  authority, 
we  are  bound  to  see  that  the  God  of  Abraham  is 
a  "United  One".  If  time  and  space  would  permit 
we  could  go  through  every  book  of  the  Jewish 
Scriptures,  and  examine  the  word  "one",  every 
time  it  is  used  which  would  prove  to  any  preju- 
diced mind  that  when  the  Scriptures  speak  of  God, 
as  being  One,  it  means  He  is  a  "United  One".  We 
will  only  look  at  a  few  found  in  the  first  book  of 
the  Torah,  Genesis,  Bereshith,  the  book  of  be- 
ginnings. These  are  typical  and  representative  of 
all  the  others. 

The  Hebrew  Word  ONE 
We  are  going  to  examine  two  Hebrew  words 
translated  "one".   The   words  are  Yochid  and 
Achod. 

In  Genesis  22:2  God  said  to  Abraham: 

Take  now  thy  son,  thine  only  son,  Isaac, 
whom  thou  lovest,  even  haac,  and  get  thee 
into  the  land  of  Moriah ;  and  offer  him  there 
for  a  burnt  offering  upon  one  of  the  moun- 
tains I  will  tell  thee  of. 

Notice  carefully,  in  the  original,  this  reads: 
Take  now  thy  son,  thine  ONLY  ONE.  The  word 
translated  ONLY  ONE  is  Yochid.  Surely  it  is 
clear  that  this  word  Yochid  is  singular.  It  means 
an  "only  one",  an  "absolute  one". 

Now  look  at  the  other  word  translated,  "one", 
Achod.  In  Genesis  1 : 5  the  word  is  used ; 

And  God  called  the  light  day,  and  the 

darkness  He  called  night,  and  the  evening 

and  the  morning  ivere  the  first  day. 

The  literal  rendering  of  that  last  sentence  is, 
and-it-ivas- evening  and-it-ivas-morning  a-day(one). 
Note  that  the  world  translated  "one"  here  is 
Achod,  because  there  are  two  separate  things, 
evening  and  morning,  making  the  one  day.  It  is 
therefore,  Achod,  a  united  one. 

I  am  turning  now  to  Genesis  2:22: 

Therefore  shall  a  man  leave  his  jather  and 

his  mother,  and  shall  cleave  to  his  wife,  and 

they  shall  be  one  flesh. 

They  (plural)  shall  be  one  flesh.  The  word 
Achod  is  here  used  again  because  it  is  referring 
to  two  people,  Adam  and  Eve,  becoming  one  flesh. 
They  become  Achod,  a  united  one. 

This  principle  holds  true  all  through  the  sacred 
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Scriptures.  Whenever  God  speaks  of  one  and 
means  it  to  be  singular,  or  an  absolute  one,  He 
uses  the  word,  Yochid,  and  when  He  speaks  of  a 
unit  comprising  more  than  one,  He  always  uses 
the  word,  Achod,  a  united  one. 

Now  the  question  is,  does  God  ever  speak  of 
Himself  as  one  God,  and  if  He  does,  what  word 
does  He  use.^  Yochid,  the  singular  for  one,  an 
absolute  one.  Or  does  He  use  the  word,  Achod, 
plural,  for  one,  a  united  one? 

Let  us  now  turn  to  Deuteronomy  6:4,  where 
we  find  Israel's  majestic,  "Hear,  O  Israel",  "The 
Sh'ma". 

Hear,  O  Israel:  the  Lord  our  God  is  one 
Lord. 

What  is  that  original  word  translated  "one"?  Is 
it  Yochid  or  is  it  Achod?  If  it  is  Yochid  then 
God  is  an  absolute  one,  and  there  is  no  room  or 
place  for  the  teaching  that  He  is  a  United  One. 
But  if  the  word  is  Achod,  then  all  must  agree  that 
God  is  a  Being  composed  of  more  than  one  per- 
sonality. Listen  to  the  Hebrew  and  determine  for 
yourself : 

Sh'ma  Yisroail:  Adonoi  Elohain?i  Adono't 
Achod. 

So  you  see  the  true  translat'on  of  Deuteronomy 
6:4,  the  famous,  majestic,  "Hear,  O  Israel",  is 
really: 

Hear,  O  Israel:  The  Lord  our  God  is  a 
United  One. 

The  God  of  Abraham,  is  saying: 

/  am  Achod,  a  United  One! 
It  should  interest  us,  Jews  and  Christian  alike, 
to  know  that  the  most  sacred  book  of  the  Talmud, 
the  Zohar,  quotes  Deuteronomy  6:4  as  "Hear,  O 
Israel!  Jehovah  our  God,  Jehovah  is  one",  and 
then  comments  by  saying: 

"Why  is  there  need  of  mentioning  the 
name  of  God  three  times  in  this  verse?  Be- 
cause the  first  Jehovah  is  the  Father  above. 
The  second  is  the  stem  of  Jesse,  the  Messiah, 
who  is  to  come  from  the  family  of  Jesse 
through  David.  And  the  third  one  is  the  way 
which  is  below  (meaning  the  Holy  Spirit  who 
shows  us  the  way)  and  these  three  are  one". 
So  this  word,  Achod,  meaning.  United  One, 
and  this  comment  from  the  Zohar,  unquestionably 
prove  that  the  God  of  Abraham  is  a  Triune  Person. 

If  it  is  so  clear,  why  is  it  more  Jewish  people 
do  not  see  that  God  is  a  United  One.  Let  me  ex- 
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plain:  the  Jewish  people  became  estranged  from 
the  doctrine  of  a  Triune  God  back  in  the  twelfth 
century.  Moses  Maimonides,  a  great  scholar, 
compiled  thirteen  articles  of  faith  which  the  Jews 
accepted  and  incorporated  into  their  liturgy.  One 
of  them  is:  "believe  with  a  perfect  faith  that  the 
Creator,  blessed  be  His  name,  is  One".  He  used 
the  word  Yochid,  an  Absolute  One,  whereas  he 
should  have  used  the  word  Achod,  a  United  One, 
as  God  did  in  Deuteronomy  6:4.  This  has  been 
repeated  daily  by  the  Jews  in  their  prayers,  ever 
since  the  twelfth  century,  when  Moses  Maimonides 
lived.  This  expression  of  an  "absolute  one"  is 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  Word  of  God  which 
teaches  with  great  emphasis  that  God  is  not  a 
Yochid  but  an  Achod,  a  United  One,  as  we  just 
saw  from  Deuteronomy  6:4. 

The  Name  Elohim 

Now  note  something  else.  The  first  verse  in 
the  Bible  reads  in  the  original: 

Beresith  hard  Elohim  eth  hassamayim 
weeth  huaree. 

In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth. 

The  word  translated  God,  Elohim,  is  a  plural 
noun.  All  who  know  anything  about  Hebrew 
know  the  "im"  suffix  always  denotes  plurality, 
more  than  one.  That  is  the  reason  God  said  in 
the  26th  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis: 
Let  US  make  man  in  OUR  image,  ajter 

OUR  likeness. 

So  you  see  the  Jewish  Scriptures  teach  from  the 
very  name  of  God  that  He  is  not  three  Gods,  but 
a  United  One. 

Does  God  Have  A  Son  ? 

Now  let  us  put  the  question  which  is  the  ques- 
tion of  questions.  Does  God  have  a  Son? 

Does  God  have  a  Son,  and  if  so,  how  can  such 
a  Son  be  the  second  Person  of  the  Trinity.^  I  am 
turning  in  my  Bible  to  the  book  of  Proverbs,  part 
of  the  Tenach,  the  Jewish  Scriptures.  Solomon 
the  King  known  for  his  great  wisdom,  recorded 
in  his  book  of  Proverbs  some  questions  by  divine 
inspiration  for  us  to  ponder.  I  am  reading  from 
chapter  30  and  verse  4: 

Who  hath  ascended  up  iyito  heaven,  or 
descended?  Who  hath  gathered  the  wind  in 
His  fists?  Who  hath  hound  the  waters  in  a 
garment?  Who  hath  established  all  the  ends 
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of  the  earth?  What  is  His  name,  and  what  is 

His  Son's  name,  if  thou  canst  tell? 

I  can  almost  hear  some  saying:  "Is  that  in  the 
Scriptures?  Is  that  in  the  Old  Testament"?  Yes, 
it  is  in  the  Old  Testament,  the  Jewish  Scriptures. 
Look  it  up,  Proverbs  30:4.  Look  at  the  questions 
raised  by  God  himself  for  us  to  consider. 

Any  child  knows  the  answer  to  these  first  five 
questions.  God  ascended  up  into  heaven  and  He 
also  descended.  God  hath  gathered  the  wind  in 
His  fists;  He  controls  the  wind.  God  hath  bound 
the  waters  in  a  garment:  He  it  is  who  keeps  them 
within  certain  bounds.  God  established  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  Yes,  God,  the  God  of  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob,  is  His  name.  But  now,  how  about 
the  last  question: 

What  is  His  Son's  name,  if  thou  canst 

tell? 

Many  Jewish  people  are  able  to  answer  these 
first  five  questions,  but  when  it  comes  to  the  ques- 
tion about  His  Son's  name,  act  the  answer,  which 
is  "I  don't  know" — or  they  sometimes  say,  "How 
can  God  have  a  Son,  has  He  a  wife?" 

No  matter  how  we  reason  or  think,  the  fact 
remains,  the  writer  of  this  Proverb,  by  inspiration, 
is  asking  the  question:  "What  is  God's  Son's 
name?"  This  is  in  the  Jewish  Scriptures,  and  the 
question  is  asked  that  we  might  consider  it,  and 
endeavor  to  find  the  answer.  The  answer  to  this 
important  question  is  the  key  to  God's  way  of 
salvation  and  life.  This  question:  "What  is  His 
Son's  name",  is  the  question  of  questions.  You 
can  question  me,  but  do  not  question  the  Scrip- 
tures. In  fact  the  next  two  verses  in  Proverbs  30 
read: 

Every  ivord  of  God  is  pure ;  He  is  a  shield 

unto  them  that  put  their  trust  in  Him. 

Add  thou  not  unto  His  words,  lest  He 

reprove  thee,  and  thou  he  found  a  liar. 

I  trust  the  reading  of  this  question  from  the 
Scriptures  will  provoke  us  to  study  our  Bible  and 
ask  God  to  show  us  the  answer.  Our  very  destiny 
depends  upon  our  knowing  the  answer  to  the 
question:  "What  is  His  Son's  name?"  Where  we 
will  spend  eternity  depends  upon  our  knowledge 
of  God,  AND  HIS  SON! 

If  we  will  study  the  Scriptures,  we  will  learn 
that  our  sins  have  separated  us  from  God  (Isaiah 
59:2)  and  that  there  is  nothing,  absolutely  noth- 
ing in  all  our  forms,  ceremonies  or  religious  acts 
that  will  prevent  us  from  being  eternally  separated 


from  God,  which  is  hell !  We  will  learn  that  there 
is  absolutely  no  hope  here  on  earth  for  us.  Elijah 
cannot  help  us,  our  son  cannot  help  us,  but  God's 
Son  can.  We  will  learn  too,  that  God  HAS  a  Son 
and  that  He  is  our  Light  and  Hope  and  sure  Rock 
of  Salvation;  and  we  will  also  learn  what  His 
name  is: 

Now  turn  to  the  second  Psalm. 

Why  do  the  heathen  (Gentiles)  rage,  and 

the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing? 

The  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves,  and 

the  rulers  take  counsel  together  against  the 

LORD,  and  against  His  ANOINTED. 

Anointed  is  the  same  as  Messiah  and  here  Mes- 
siah is  co-ordinated  with  LORD  GOD.  He  is  just 
as  exalted  as  the  Lord  God.  So  he  who  is  against 
God  is  against  the  Messiah,  for  God  is  the  Mes- 
siah and  the  Messiah  is  God!  From  Jeremiah 
23:5-7  we  learn  that  Messiah  is  called  by  that 
holy  name,  "JEHOVAH!" 

The  Talmud  mentions  this,  for  in  the  book  Baba 
Betha,  we  read: 

"Three  there  are  who  are  called  by  that 

name  of  Jehovah  ...  the  Messiah,  for  it  is 

written  and  this  is  the  name  whereby  He  shall 

be  called:  Jehovah  our  R.ighteousness  (Page 

25A)." 

Now  back  to  the  second  Psalm.  In  the  sixth 
verse,  God  calls  the  Messiah,  My  King,  because 
when  He  comes  again  He  will  not  rule  as  man, 
but  as  God.  In  this  Psalm,  first  we  hear  what  the 
Gentile  enemies  of  the  Messiah  have  to  say,  and 
then  what  God  says  to  those  enemies.  And  now 
in  verse  7,  the  prophet  declares  what  the  Mes- 
siah Himself  says. 

/  will  declare  the  decree:  the  Lord  hath 

said  unto  Me,  "Thou  art  My  son,  this  day 

have  I  begotten  thee" . 

So,  it  is  plain  then  that  Messiah  is  God's  Son. 
Messiah  is  also  called  God's  Son  in  II  Samuel, 
chapter  7.  There  we  read: 

/  will  he  His  Father  and  He  shall  he  My 

Son  (verse  14). 

This  is  the  One  of  whom  the  prophet  Isaiah 
wrote,  when  he  said: 

For  unto  us  a  child  is  horn,  unto  us  a  Son 
is  given  (Isaiah  9:6). 

You  will  remember  that  when  those  three  Godly 
Jews,  Shadrach,  Mesnach,  and  Abednego,  were  cast 
into  that  fiery  furnace  in  Babylon,  King  Nebu- 


chadnezzar  looked  into  the  furnace  and  said,  "Lo, 
I  see  FOUR  men  loose,  walking  in  the  midst  of 
the  fire,  and  they  have  no  hurt;  and  the  form  of 
the  FOURTH  is  like  unto  the  SON  of  God" 
(Daniel  3:25) 

The  Son  Manifested 

So,  the  Scriptures  teach  plainly  that  God  has  a 
Son,  and  the  Son  is  the  promised  Messiah.  What 
happened  1900  years  ago  was  simply  this;  the 
Second  Person  of  the  Trinity,  the  Son  of  God, 
the  promised  Messiah,  who  is  Jehovah  according 
to  the  Jewish  Scriptures,  and  also  according  to 
the  Talmud,  as  just  quoted — this  Second  Person 
of  the  Triune  God,  was  manifested  in  flesh.  "The 
Word  (the  Son  who  came  to  express  God's 
thoughts)  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us" 
(John  1:14). 

Wherefore   when   He   cometh   into  the 

world,,  He  saith,  "Sacrifice  and  offering  Thou 

wouldest  not,  hut  a  body  hast  Thou  prepared 

Me: 

In  burnt-offerings  and  sacrifices  for  sin 

Thou  hast  had  no  pleasure." 

Then  said  I,  "Lo  I  come  ( in  the  volume  of 

the  book  it  is  written  of  Me )  to  do  Thy  will, 

O  God"  (Hebrews  10:5-7). 

It  was  God's  will  that  His  Son,  Jeshua  Hama- 
shiah,  in  fulfillment  of  the  Jewish  prophecies,  for 
a  Fttle  while  should  become  lower  than  Elohim, 
for  the  suffering  of  death.  (Compare  Psalm  8:4-6 
with  Hebrews  2:6-9).  He  was  thus  born  that  He 
might  die  for  our  sins:  that  He  might  be  wounded 
for  our  transgressions,  bruised  for  our  iniquities, 
the  chastisement  of  our  peace  be  upon  Him,  and 
with  His  stripes  we  are  healed  (Isaiah  53:5). 

When  He  was  on  earth  He  quoted  Israel's  awe- 
inspiring  "Hear,  O  Israel".  Let  me  read  the  ac- 
count that  occasioned  this: 

And  one  of  the  scribes  came,  and  having 

heard  them  (i.e.,  the  Sadduccees  and  the  Lord) 

reasoning  together,  and  perceiving  that  He 

had  answered  them  tvell,  asked  Him,  "which 

is  the  first  commandment  of  all?" 

And  Jesus  answered  him,  "The  first  of  all  the 
commandments  is: 

Sh'ma  Yisroail:  Adonoi  Elohainu  Adonoi 

ACHOD. 

Hear,  O  Israel,  the  Lord  our  God  is  One 
Lord  (i.e.,  a  United  One). 
This  One  who  spake  as  man  never  spake, 


claimed  to  be  included  in  that  phrase,  "a  United 
One",  for  He  said: 

/  and  My  Father  are  One  (John  10:30). 
//  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  (i.e.  that  I  am 
Almighty,  the  great  I  AM),  ye  shall  die  in 
your  sins  (John  8:24). 

Now  what  is  His  name.  What  is  the  answer 
to  our  question?  What  is  the  name  of  this  One 
who  claims  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  who  claims  to 
be  the  great  I  AM,  through  whom,  and  by  whom 
alone  salvation  comes?  The  Scriptures  have  not 
left  us  in  the  dark  for  therein  we  find  the  answer 
to  that  sixth  question  propounded  in  Proverbs 
30:4,  namely,  what  is  His  Son's  name?  Now  listen 
to  God's  Word: 

Thou  shalt  call  His  name  JESUS,  for  He 
shall  save  His  people  from  their  sins 

(Matthew  1:21) 
This  is  the  stone  which  was  set  at  naught 
of  you  builders,  which  is  become  the  head  of 
the  corner. 

Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other: 
for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved 

(Acts  4:11-12) 

Believe  in  Him,  Jeshua  the  Christ,  the  prom- 
ised Messiah,  God's  only  begotten  Son,  who  died 
for  our  sins  and  rose  again  according  to  the 
prophetic  Scriptures.  When  on  earth,  He  said: 
/  am  the  Way,  the  Truth  and  the  Life,  no 

man    (Jew  or   Gentile)    co?neth   unto  the 

Father,  but  by  Me  (John  14:6). 

Wherefore  He  is  able  to  save  even  unto  the 

uttermost  those  ivho  come  unto  God  by  Him, 

seeing  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  jor 

them.  (Hebrews  7:25) 

King  David,  in  that  remarkable  prophetic  sec- 
ond Psalm  exhorts  us,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  to — 
Kiss  the  Son  (i.e.,  show  affection  toward 
Him),  lest  He  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from 
the  way,  when  His  wrath  is  kindled  but  a 
little.  Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trust 
in  Him.  (Psalm  2:12) 
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